
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church LCMS 
605 South Center Street 
Bremen, Indiana 46506 

574.546.2332 
stpaulsbremen.church 

 

Romans 5:8 

Christ died for us. 
 

But God demonstrates His 

own love toward us, in that 

while we were still sinners, 
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Good Friday .................................................. April 3rd, 2026 
 

His Dying Breath 
 

Jesus is betrayed into the hands of sinners. He is mocked while wearing a 

purple robe and a crown of thorns. He must carry His own cross to 

Golgotha, the Place of a Skull. All of this happens until the last, when 

“for us He gave His dying breath” (LSB 544:5). It is completed. 

Salvation has been won for us. It is finished; He has loved us to the end. 

 
Hymn 451     “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted” 
                                                     (Isaiah 53:3-6; Acts 4:11-12; Romans 4:25) 

 
T CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION T 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.                                                           (Matthew 28:19b) 
C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.                                                (1 John 1:8-9) 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 
glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.                                                       (John 20:19-23) 

C Amen. 



3 

 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 
 
Collect of the Day Good Friday 
P Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our 

Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and delivered into 
the hands of sinful men to suffer death upon the cross; through 
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Epistle Hebrews 4:14–16; 5:7–9 
P The Epistle is from Hebrews, chapters four and five. 
  

 14Since then we have a great High Priest who has passed through 
the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 
15For we do not have a High Priest who is unable to sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but One who in every respect has been tempted as 
we are, yet without sin. 16Let us then with confidence draw near to 
the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need. . . . 
 7In the days of His flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and 
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to Him who was able to save 
Him from death, and He was heard because of His reverence. 
8Although He was a Son, He learned obedience through what He 
suffered. 9And being made perfect, He became the source of eternal 
salvation to all who obey Him. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You willed that Your Son should 
bear for us the pains of the cross and so remove from us the 
power of the adversary. Help us so to remember and give thanks 
for our Lord’s passion that we may receive forgiveness of sin and 
redemption from everlasting death; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
Hymn 440     “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”                            vs. 1 
                                       (Is. 53:3-6; John 3:16; Rom. 12:1-2; 1 John 4:19) 
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T The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ T 
 

 

P The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John. 

 
The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus John 18:1–11 
                Pew Bible page 904 
 
Hymn 450     “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”  vs. 1 
             (Ps. 22:6-8; Is. 53:4-5; John 10:14-15; 27-28; Heb. 12:2) 

  
Jesus Before the High Priest and the Denial of Peter 
                Pew Bible page 904                          John 18:12–27 
  
Hymn 450     “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” vs. 2 

 
Jesus Before Pilate John 18:28–40 
                Pew Bible pages 904-905 

 
Hymn 450     “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” vs. 3 

 
Jesus Prepared for Crucifixion John 19:1–16a 
                Pew Bible page 905 

 
Hymn 450     “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” vs. 4 

 
The Crucifixion of Jesus John 19:16b–24 
                Pew Bible page 905 

 
Hymn 450     “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” vs. 5 

 
Jesus’ Mother and His Death John 19:25–30 
                Pew Bible pages 905-906 

 
Hymn 450     “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” vs. 6 

 
Jesus’ Side is Pierced John 19:31–42 
                Pew Bible page 906 

 
Hymn 450     “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” vs. 7 
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Sermon        “His Dying Breath” John 19:28-30 

 
Hymn 544     “O Love, How Deep” vs. 1-5 
                               (Eph 3:17b-21; Phil. 2:6-9; Heb. 2:9-10, 14-18; John 1:14) 

 
Bidding Prayer 
 

L Let us pray for the whole Christian Church, that our Lord God 
would defend her against all the assaults and temptations of the 
adversary and keep her perpetually on the true foundation, 
Jesus Christ: 

P Almighty and everlasting God, since You have revealed Your 
glory to all nations in Jesus Christ and in the Word of His truth, 
keep, we ask You, in safety the works of Your mercy so that 
Your Church, spread throughout all the nations, may be 
defended against the adversary and may serve You in true faith 
and persevere in the confession of Your name; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  
L Let us pray for all the ministers of the Word, for all vocations in 

the Church, and for all the people of God: 
P Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of 

the Church is governed and sanctified, receive the supplications 
and prayers which we offer before You for all Your servants in 
Your holy Church that every member of the same may truly 
serve You according to Your calling; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 

  
L Let us pray for our catechumens, that our Lord God would open 

their hearts and the door of His mercy that, having received the 
remission of all their sins by the washing of regeneration, they 
may be mindful of their Baptism and evermore be found in Christ 
Jesus, our Lord: 

P Almighty God and Father, because You always grant growth to 
Your Church, increase the faith and understanding of our 
catechumens that, rejoicing in their new birth by the water of 
Holy Baptism, they may forever continue in the family of those 
whom You adopt as Your sons and daughters; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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L Let us pray for all in authority that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and honesty: 

P O merciful Father in heaven, because You hold in Your hand all 
the might of man and because You have ordained, for the 
punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do well, 
all the powers that exist in all the nations of the world, we 
humbly pray You graciously to regard Your servants, especially 
our President; the Congress of the United States; our Governor; 
and all those who make, administer, and judge our laws; that all 
who receive the sword as Your ministers may bear it according 
to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  
L Let us pray our Lord God Almighty that He would deliver the 

world from all error, take away disease, ward off famine, set free 
those in bondage, and grant health to the sick and a safe 
journey to all who travel: 

P Almighty and everlasting God, the consolation of the sorrowful 
and the strength of the weak, may the prayers of those who in 
any tribulation or distress cry to You graciously come before You, 
so that in all their necessities they may rejoice in Your manifold 
help and comfort; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  
L Let us pray for all who are outside the Church, that our Lord God 

would be pleased to deliver them from their error, call them to 
faith in the true and living God and His only Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, and gather them into His family, the Church: 

P Almighty and everlasting God, because You seek not the death 
but the life of all, hear our prayers for all who have no right 
knowledge of You, free them from their error, and for the glory 
of Your name bring them into the fellowship of Your holy 
Church; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
L Let us pray for peace, that we may come to the knowledge of 

God’s holy Word and walk before Him as is fitting for Christians: 
P Almighty and everlasting God, King of Glory, and Lord of heaven 

and earth, by whose Spirit all things are governed, by whose 
providence all things are ordered, the God of peace and the 
author of all concord, grant us, we implore You, Your heavenly 
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peace and concord that we may serve You in true fear, to the 
praise and glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  
L Let us pray for our enemies, that God would remember them in 

mercy and graciously grant them such things as are both needful 
for them and profitable for their salvation: 

P O almighty, everlasting God, through Your only Son, our blessed 
Lord, You have commanded us to love our enemies, to do good 
to those who hate us, and to pray for those who persecute us. 
We therefore earnestly implore You that by Your gracious 
visitation all our enemies may be led to true repentance and may 
have the same love and be of one accord and one mind and 
heart with us and with Your whole Christian Church; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  
L Let us pray for the fruits of the earth, that God would send down 

His blessing upon them and graciously dispose our hearts to 
enjoy them according to His own good will: 

P O Lord, Father Almighty, by Your Word You created and You 
continue to bless and uphold all things. We pray You so to reveal 
to us Your Word, our Lord Jesus Christ that, through His dwelling 
in our hearts, we may by Your grace be made ready to receive 
Your blessing on all the fruits of the earth and whatsoever 
pertains to our bodily need; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  
P Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would 

have us ask, saying: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen.                      (Matthew 6:9-13) 

 
Benediction   (Numbers 6:24-26)                                        LSB 234  
P     The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and 

the communion of the Holy Ghost be with you all. 
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Closing Hymn 427     “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”           
                                                                                       (Gal. 2:20; 6:14) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Servants for This Evening 
     Ushers: Larry Britt & Bruce Augustine 
     Acolytes: Kayli & Cory Miller 
     Elder: Jon Rettinger 
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