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Address:
605 S. Center St.
Bremen, IN  46506
Telephone:
1-574-546-2332
E-Mail:
church@stpaulsbremen.org
schools@stpaulsbremen.org
Website:
stpaulsbremen.church
facebook.com/stpaulsbremen
vimeo.com/stpaulsbremen
Church Office Hours:
Monday – Friday 
 9:00 am – 1:00 pm
Sunday Schedule:
Sunday School: 8:30 am
Worship: 9:30 am
Pastor Neil Wonnacott
Office Hours: M, W, TH & F
8:00 – 11:30 am


Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Are we walking with the Lord according to Ephesians 4:17-32?
17 Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. 18 They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. 19 They have become callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity. 20 But that is not the way you learned Christ!— 21 assuming that you have heard about Him and were taught in Him, as the truth is in Jesus, 22 to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.
25 Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another. 26 Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil. 28 Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need. 29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.
	Verse 32 sounds a lot like a part of the Lord’s Prayer: “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” I once used verse 32 for the second wedding of a couple who were married before and then got a divorce. In their first marriage there was no Jesus and no forgiveness. They wanted to start over again because now Jesus was the center of their marriage. That verse is not just for weddings, but for all relationships as brothers and sisters in Christ. Now that school is out and summer is upon us, may we grow in our relationships with God and with each other, living a life worthy of the name Christian. Amen. 

THE DEADLINE FOR JULY EPISTLE IS JUNE 2OTH!!! Epistle articles, comments, ideas may be deposited in the epistle box in the Narthex mail slots or e-mailed to Eric Thornton at firemanet@yahoo.com. I appreciate all of your articles, ideas and comments!


Church Office Hours
The hours for the church office are Monday through Friday from 
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. and also possibly working from home on some Fridays.
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Ushers: It is very important that you find your own replacement if you are not going to be able to usher during your assigned time. Please take the time to do this so that we always have ushers available to assist our members and visitors.  


Worship Anew can be viewed on Sunday mornings at 11:30 am on: the local CW station-channel WCWW-TV 25 out of South Bend, Dish Channel 266 or Direct TV channel 377. For you travelers, you can view anytime at <worshipanew.org>
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   OUR OFFERINGS TO THE LORD FROM HIS BLESSINGS TO US
Offerings remind us of the blessings God has given us and are an opportunity to thank Him for what He has done in our lives. Please place your offerings in our Offering Box located in front of the water fountains in the narthex of the church.  You may also choose “e-tithing” by having a weekly deposit to St Paul’s from your bank account. If you have questions on e-tithing, please contact the Church Office.
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Euchre Party is Friday, June 19th from 7-9:00 pm in the Bethany Room.  Anyone 16 and older can join us for fun and fellowship, and please bring a snack to share. Beverages will be provided. Come and bring a friend!
Evangelism Board


    The Evangelism Board is sharing excerpts from the tract "What
Lutherans Teach". Refresh your Biblical knowledge to better share your
faith with others! This month we will look at 'The Church'. Lutherans
teach that there is an INVISIBLE church, which consists of all such as
in their hearts truly and sincerely accept Jesus Christ as their Savior;
that this church is one; that Jesus Christ is its only Head and Lord;
that all members thereof enjoy equal rights; that it may be found
wherever the Gospel of Christ is known; and that it will endure forever.
    Lutherans also teach that there is a VISIBLE Christian church,
consisting of all such as profess the Christian faith and gather about
God's Word. Sad to say, because of man's inherent inclination to evil,
there always are in the church as a whole hypocrites and defenders of
false teachings and unchristian practices. Therefore it is the duty of
every sincere Christian to search for and unite with that section of the
visible church which stands for pure preaching and right practice.
Religious fellowship should be avoided with all who depart from the
divine Word.

    References. - John 18:36; Luke 17:20-21; John 8:31-32; 1 Corinthians
12:13; Ephesians 1:22, 23; 2:19-22; Isaiah 55:10-11; Matthew 16:18;
13:47-48; 22:2-14; 15:9; 1 Corinthians 11:18; Romans 16:17; 2
Thessalonians 3:6, 14; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18.
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 School Corner
Congratulations to our Kindergarten and 8th Grade graduates! Kindergarten graduates are Truett Glingle, Ellery Hershberger, Darina King, Tessa Menzie, and Harper Prior. Eighth Grade graduates are Kellan Guse and Harmony Prior. We are proud of you!
School is officially out for the summer! Thank you for all of the support this school year. WE APPRECIATE THE VOLUNTEERING, PRAYERS, AND DONATIONS. . . AND YOU!  
The playground groundbreaking will next Sunday, May 31st, after the church service. 
We will also recognize two teachers for years of service on May 31st: Christie Wonnacott- 25 years, and Kelly Thornton- 30 years. Thank you for your dedication and service to St. Paul’s and our students!  
The School Office will be open during the summer, starting June 1st, 9:00am-1:00pm. hours enrollment/scholarship appointments are available upon request.
Enrollment for 2026-27 is OPEN!  Please encourage family and friends to learn more about St. Paul’s!  We offer a Christian alternative to education for Preschool through 8th Grade, not only focusing on core curriculum, but also providing a Biblical, Christ-centered focus. With our comprehensive scholarship program, a Christian education can cost little or nothing. Scholarships are even available for Pre-K! Word of mouth is the best form of advertisement, so please encourage your family/friends to check us out! Families can contact the school office, 574-546-2790, for registration information and a tour. Information can also be found at www.stpaulsbremen.church/school. 
This year, we have given over $53,000 in scholarships from the SGO Fund! As Choice only provides for 77%-83% of tuition costs, we use the SGO to “close the gap” between our tuition fee and the Choice Scholarship. This has enabled our families, most of whom have financial concerns, to receive education at St. Paul’s for nominal cost. We need to replenish our SGO account so please consider donating to the SGO! Contact the school office if you have questions. More information is available in the tract rack.
We are starting to save natural wood and mulch for the new playground. If you are interested in joining the committee, volunteering, or have items to donate, please contact Beth Miller, 260-519-2884.        
Our Sunday School continues to send $75.00 each month to a mission.
June Mission of the Month:  Lutheran Braille Workers
In 2025 it was announced that Lutheran Braille Workers (LBW) was awarded a $4.45 million grant from Lilly Endowment Inc. to launch “Songs of Faith, Stories of Light.” This national initiative will bring together singer-songwriters and members of the blind and visually impaired community to create music that shares powerful stories of faith, resilience, and hope.
Why does this matter?
Over 9 million Americans are blind, yet only 5% participate in church life. This project seeks to bridge that gap, amplify voices often overlooked, and inspire the wider church to listen and learn. Lutheran Braille Workers has provided Braille and Large Print Bibles and Christian
resources worldwide at no cost since 1943. Today, LBW continues that mission by creating new ways for people to experience the light of Christ through storytelling and song.
 



[bookmark: _Hlk114663716][image: ]Parenting Corner
This month’s article will feature the Adventures in Odyssey program from Focus on the Family.  This is a program which the Rettinger family enjoyed when our kids were growing up.  It is an evangelical Christian radio drama and comedy series.  It began in 1987 with more than 1050 episodes to date.  It continues to be broadcast on Christian radio stations including WFRN (FM 104.7) at 7:30 pm M-F.
This information was on the WFRN website about this program:  “Adventures in Odyssey is an award-winning original audio drama series created for ages 8-12 and enjoyed by the whole family.  The adventures often start with grandfatherly Mr. Whittaker (“Whit”), who runs an ice cream shop called Whit’s End.  Episodes last an average of 25 minutes and are perfect for car rides.  They teach lasting truths and bring biblical principles to life, with just the right balance of fun, faith and imagination.”  More details can be found here:  https//www.adventuresinodyssey.com/
Our kids often received sets of cassettes and then CDs of episodes to listen to over and over again.  One episode which especially stood out for me was “Pilgrim’s Progress Revisited I & II.”  This is how I first learned of the Pilgrim’s Progress story written by John Bunyan.  We just completed this children’s curriculum in my Sunday School class for the second time.
In addition to the radio dramas, there are also 17 animated videos, 7 different book series, and 3 edutainment computer games.  Some radio episodes are available for free online.  Then you can also subscribe as an Adventures in Odyssey Club member for access to all of their media.  Focus on the Family will be launching their first Adventures in Odyssey animated feature film called Journey into the Impossible which is coming to theaters later this year.  
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Major Capital Improvement Project coming in 2026

As many of you are already aware, our Church parking lot is deteriorating rapidly and is in need of a total rebuild.  The Board of Church Properties is planning this project for 2026.   This project is estimated to cost between $ 150,000 and $ 200,000, although final bids have not yet been obtained.  We have already received several special donations for this project, but we will need additional dollars in order to avoid borrowing money for this project.   Please prayerfully consider if you are in a position to contribute "above and beyond" your regular tithe to St. Paul's.   If you are doing your charitable gift planning for 2025 and 2026, those checks may be placed in the offering plate and marked to be designated for the "Parking Lot Project".  May God bless this project as we look to improve God's house and property for His Glory!

Boards of Stewardship and Church Properties
St. Paul's provides financial support to a student who is studying to be a church worker through one of our Concordia Universities or Seminaries.   The current student we support just graduated with a Deaconess degree from Concordia Theological Seminary in Ft. Wayne.   Therefore, we are searching for a candidate to support who is attending school this fall.  Certainly, we would love to support a St. Paul's member, however, we have supported Lutheran students not at St. Paul's.   If you have a student that you know may qualify for this support, please contact either Lori Haug, Brian Denk or Jim Tinkey no later than June 30.

Board of Stewardship
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Peace for Our Problems

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” John 20:19
Not so long ago I read about a lady who had driven about 50 miles to visit an old friend.
They had a wonderful time. Unfortunately, when it was time to go home, she found out her keys were locked in the car. In the town that would be no problem, but she was way out in the country, and nobody could be called on to help.
As a last resort the lady called her husband.
She knew and prepared herself for some husbandly observations, like, “What were you thinking?” and “women driver” comments. She did hear those, along with a few extra, but she also heard him say, “You stay put” — as if she had an option — “and I’ll come on out and bring you my set of keys.”
As she stood by the side of her locked car, she continued to talk with her sympathetic friend. They discussed how her hubbie would never, ever let her forget this little incident. It was during the course of their sensitive sharing that her friend tried one of the back doors and found it to be open. Worried, the friend commented. “If your husband was going to be upset with you for having to make the drive out here because you locked your keys in your car, just how angry is he going to be when he finds he made the trip for no reason at all?”
To which the lady replied, “I don’t think he’ll be upset at all. That’s one worry I can take care of.” And with that, she stepped over to the car, locked the back door, and slammed it shut.
Unfortunately, we can’t take care of most of our problems by pushing a button and slamming a door. Most of our worries don’t seem to be so easily solved.
True, our friends may say, “Hey, hang in there. This will be all right. Things will work out just fine. You’ll see. You’re worrying about nothing.” Occasionally, they will add, “Hey, things could be worse, you know” and then they tell the story of somebody who had things really bad.
Now, I know, and you know, that all those speeches and sayings are offered with the best of intentions. But those sayings, no matter how sincerely they are given, are — in the final analysis and when all is said and done — pretty empty and meaningless. They are as helpless as you are.
In contrast to our helplessness is the Savior.
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Join St. Paul’s LWML group as we do some preparation work for St. Paul’s Vacation Bible School.  We will meet on Monday, June 15, at 6:30 pm in the Bethany Room.  After a short business meeting, we will work on the VBS arts/crafts projects. Bring your own scissors,  a smile, and willingness to serve.  We would love to have you join us.  (Snacks too!) For more information or questions: ask Janet Miller, Linda Tinkey, Barb Middaugh, or Jeanette Rettinger.  
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VBS 2026
VBS will be held this year June 22-26 from 9-11:30 am.  Tropical Trek-Jesus Comes to Seek and Save is the theme for this year’s VBS program.  Kids will explore God’s Word and discover how God finds and helps us in every situation we encounter in life.  At Tropical Trek, kids will learn how Jesus seeks them and all people.  He is the Son of Man, who came to seek and to save the lost!  Activities will include Bible Lessons, Bible Exploration, games, snacks, crafts, and songs.
This is a slight modification from last month’s Epistle Article.  The preschool children will have the same schedule all week.  Then for those who just completed grades K-5, we will be watching The Pilgrim’s Progress movie and popcorn with an intermission of game time in the gym.  This is an alternate activity we are making available for kids that still want to come in the morning. Then Wednesday evening, we will have a Family Patriotic Night with the theme “In God We Trust.”  This will be an opportunity to celebrate our country’s 250 anniversary and thank God for our country.  There will be a supper at 5:30 followed by a program from 6-7:30pm.  Other than Bible Story time, we will be singing patriotic songs, completing a theme family craft, and having recreation time for all ages.  The congregation is also invited, so it will be an event to bring together families and our congregation.  Kids can choose to only come in the morning, come only to the evening program their family, or come to both.  Some may choose to come to only the evening program on Wednesday and not come to morning VBS any day.  
Supper will be in the Bethany Room and the program will begin and end in the sanctuary.  Registration forms are on the table at the back of the narthex or register online at vbsmate.com/StPaulsBremenVBS.  There will also be a sign-up sheet on the table for congregation members to sign up for the supper/attending that evening so we can plan accordingly.  Please invite your relatives, friends and neighbors to join us!
There will be an LWML sponsored VBS preparation night on June 15th at 6:30. 
 Sunday School – Summer Quarter Offerings         8:30-9:15 a.m.

Pre-K – Grade 7 (Mr. Miller’s Classroom)
	We will be continuing with our Journey through the Seven C’s of History from Answers in Genesis.  The last two summers, we have covered Creation, Corruption (Sin entered the World), Catastrophe (Noah’s Ark), and Confusion (Tower of Babel).  This summer we will cover Christ (Life and Ministry of Jesus), Cross, and we may touch on Consummation (Christ’s return).
	We will all meet together in Mr. Miller’s classroom and then will separate into younger and older age groups.  We will begin the Christ C of History this month with the Birth of Jesus, visits from the Shepherds and Wise Men, Jesus’ Baptism, and the Temptation of Jesus.  Even though these lessons may all be familiar to the kids, there are always new aspects of each to learn including the connection to Old Testament prophecies.  For example, there is an explanation of the connection made between the first temptation in the Garden of Eden and the temptation of Jesus. 
	In addition to the lessons, there will be snacks and sometimes games and crafts.  The older kids will continue working in their Bible Investigators Activity book.  This class will be led by Wendy Coxey and Jeanette Rettinger.
High School and College (Emmaus)
	The exact topic hasn’t been determined as of the Epistle deadline but the class will be looking at Faith of our Founding Fathers and/or Christian Patriotism.  The college students are welcome to join this class or the adult class.  This class will be taught by a few men with recruitment ongoing.  The lessons will be stand alone to allow for flexible summer schedules when families may be away some.
Adult Bible Class (Bethany Room)-Study on the book of James will continue 
Other Opportunity for Bible Study for the Men
	Enjoy breakfast and lively discussion at the Bremen Hospital Cafeteria!  This class meets alternating Wednesdays (June 10 and June 24), 6:30-7:30 a.m.

                                         
  ALTAR GUILD

Altar Guild. Any member of communicant age, who is willing to learn the
work of the guild may express that desire to any attendant.  Director
Mel Schutz will see that you are paired with a "veteran" attendant for
training. Afterward, if you determine this is something you would like
to do you will be added to the schedule!

The Flower Chart for 2026 is hanging outside the Altar Guild room in the
Narthex. To donate altar flowers just sign on any open date (please give
the occasion). If you wish any help in finding a florist, ordering or
picking up flowers please contact the attendant whose name is listed on
the Epistle calendar. They will also explain how to get your flowers
after services have concluded.


St. Paul's 180th LITURGICAL YEAR  ✝  June 1 – June 30, 2026
Worship Opportunities To Bless Our Lives
Sunday  9:30 a.m.	⁎ Celebration of Holy Communion
 June 7 2nd Sunday after Pentecost       June 14 * 3rd Sunday after Pentecost
      June  21  4th Sunday after Pentecost     June 28 * 5th Sunday after Pentecost
Minor Festivals  11 St. Barnabas Apostle, son of encouragement ●  24 Nativity of John the Baptist ●  29 St. Peter & St. Paul, Apostles ●  Commemorations - 1 Justin, Martyr c 100-165 ●  5 Boniface of Mainz a.k.a. Winfrid, Apostle of Germany c. 673-755 ● 12 The Ecumenical Council Of Nicaea, 325 AD ●  14 Elisha ●  25 Presentation of The Augsburg Confession ●  26 Jeremiah, Prophet ●     27 Cyril of Alexandria, Pastor & Confessor ●  28 Irenaeus of Lyons, Pastor 130-202


THE WINDOWS OF ST. PAUL'S    THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR  1958
[image: ](front window, south side: Gift of Mr. & Mrs. Henry F. Kiefer)
WHEAT, WAFER (bread), GRAPES, CUP (wine):
are the visible means of grace used in The Lord's.  
IHS - a monogram of the name Jesus - inscribed on the wafer,     
          resting on a stylized Greek Cross (“blue rays”), signifies   
          Jesus is the author of this Sacrament. In, with, and under the 
          bread and wine we receive His very body and blood –
          the REAL PRESENCE:
“The cup of  blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?  + I Corinthians 10:16 +
We receive the assurance of sins forgiven, eternal life and
spiritual strengthening of our faith as we enjoy the fellowship of all believers and “proclaim the Lord's death “till He comes.” + I Corinthians 11:26 +
LITURGICAL COLORS / SIGNIFICANCE  -  Colors used for the Days and Times of the Church Year convey the importance of, or set the ‘tone’ of, a particular Festival or Season.  When choosing colors, care is taken to select the proper shade: too light and it may not be properly visible at a distance; too dark and will appear black.  The Lutheran church follows ‘the Roman use,’ in regard to the color rotation.  The first: WHITE.  It signifies: of the Godhead (divinity); Eternity; Robe of the glorified Christ, and of the angels; Perfection; Purity; Light; Joy.  Used for ALL Festivals of God the Father and God the Son: Eastertide; Ascension; Trinity Sunday; Christmastide; Epiphany Sunday; Maundy Thursday; Christ the King Sunday; and for Christological Feasts: Annunciation, Visitation, Presentation, Lord’s Baptism, Transfiguration.  Also for minor saints days: St. Michael and All Angels; All Saints Day; national Thanksgiving; and lastly, for commemoration of the birth & life of the church’s confessors or her non-martyred saints.  An alternate color for Easter Sunday ONLY is GOLD.  As the color of the most precious metal, it is deemed appropriate only for the Resurrection Celebration of our Risen and Living Savior.  (next Epistle: symbols on the white cloths)
  “He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.”  + Revelation 3:5 +
Birthdays & Anniversaries
June 2026

ANNIVERSARIES
  4	Ed & Linda Coffel				25	John & Sandy Kiefer
	William & Alivia Wynn			26	Kenyon & Carlie Scott
  5	Dean & Diane Sherk					Aaron & Ashley Trigg
11	Jim & Linda Tinkey				27	Lewis & Ellen Haug
12	Tom & Wendy Coxey					Steven & Michele Wolff
14	Matt & LeeAnna VanSoest			28	Tim & Lisa Clark	
	Andy & Jessica Wildauer			29	Cleon & Wanda Felton
17	Philip & Megan Kulcsar			30	Mark & Lori Cope
20	Gregory & Teresa Oberlin			


BIRTHDAYS 

2	Terina Miller					22	Lisa Matejka
	
4	Molly Harman 				23	Linda Tinkey
Kim Wagner						Andy Wildauer
							Noah Wildauer
5	Thomas Lizzi					
	Richard Sickman				24	Megan Kulcsar
								Karter Teetz
6	Todd Haug						
							25	Peggy Miller
9	Nancy Werling
							27	Vicki Miller
10	Trent Barts						Dean Nettrour
	Efrain Mejia
							28	Joel Miller
11	Harold Nettrour 
	Isabelle Wildauer				30	Bruce Augustine
								Alice Shepherd
19	Eunice Bauer 						Robin Spicher
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	Jeanette Rettinger				
	Paul Wonnacott
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